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THE NEW YEAR AND THE 
G.N.C. 


'T is the custom at the beginning of a new 
year to look back and take stock of the 
past one. In the nursing world the chief 
events of the year have, of course, been concerned 
with the General Nursing Council—its work in 
drawing up the Syllabus of examination, which 
is compulsory, the Syllabus of Training, which 
is still not signed by the Minister of Health, the 
mules for admitting existing, intermediate and 
- future nurses to the Register, the rules for the 
@ifiiation and recognition of various training 
Psthools. It is a big record of work, done in diffi- 
peut conditions, and probably needing careful 
) fonsideration and possible revision by the new 
Council. 
=) the first General Nursing Council is disbanded; 
» the new one will be elected during this month 
and will meet in the middle of February. Until 
anew chairman is elected, Sir Wilmot Herringham 
Wil continue ex officio—‘ unfortunately,” he 
said at the last meeting. -Does that 
Mean that he will not continue in office, even if 
asked? His task has not been easy or always a 
pleasant one, but though firm, he is courteous 
amd he understands the conduct of meetings. 
He would not be easy to replace. 
» We have been told on one or two occasions 
that we have been too critical of the Council. 
fé had no desire to be oo critica), but we must 
Teserve the right to give our impressions. We 
admit frankly that the Council, new to the work, 
a tremendous task, also that its work was 
en made very difficult by the attitude of some 
Ofits members. But even granting this, it does 
hot alter the fact that the Council was formed to 
do the great spade work of organisation, that by 
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consenting to serve it. voluntarily undertook this 
work, and that it had no right to expect everything 
to go smoothly or to meet with no opposition. 
If we are to put our criticisms—and they are 
quite friendly—in a nutshell, they are, that only 
one or two of the members know the rules for 
conducting such business, that some of them do 
not consider the questions carefully enough, but 
vote (especially the lay members) with the majority 
and with a spirit of “‘ oh, never mind if the details 
are not perfect, let’s get on,’”’ and that it is undeni- 
able that sometimes things have been done that 
are not strictly constitutional. One gets from 
the meetings an impression of indecision, strength- 
ened by the fact that so much has had to be 
reversed or dropped, in the face of opposition. 

As to opposition, we think a little opposition 
is healthy and that all views should be represented 
on the Council. It would be a pity if any real 
body of opinion was not represented. The 
G.N.C. is, so to speak, the nurses’ parliament, 
and in this connection we should like to quote part 
of a leader which appeared recently in the Observer 
regarding the new House of Commons, and which 
seems to us very fair-spirited. 

“We are very well content to see represented 
in the House of Commons a section which holds 
violent views and leans to the violent expression 
of them. If they are numerous enough to com- 
mand membership, nothing could be better than 
that. they should secure it, It takes all sorts to 
make a good House of Commons. There is 
danger to the Constitution not in a House which 
includes, but in a House which excludes repre- 
sentatives of the most extreme political views of 
the day. The moral lies in the italics, which are 
our own. 

The “‘ new” Council will be elected between 
January 10th and January 24th. We have been 
asked to give nurses a lead for whom to vote. 
This suggestion does not appeal to us. We have 
already said we advise nurses to vote on broad 
lines, first to see that various branches and various 
points of view are represented; and then to vote 
in those ‘classes for the women they consider 
reliable, courageous and conscientious, women 
who have experience, time and breadth of vision, 
On another page we reprint a list of the candidates, 

And if we may presume to offer advice to the 
new members we would suggest that they all 
take a course of lessons in the conduct of meetings 
and in the rules laid down by the Act, so that they 
may be sure of their ground and give no cause for 
complaints, reversals of decisions, questions in 
the House of Commons and the other form’ of 
retribution which have pursued the past Council 
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NURSING NOTES. 
EXISTING NURSES. 

PHSHE Lancet says :—With reference to the com- 
pilation of the State Register under the Nurses 
Registration Act, 1919, there seems to be a 

growing opinion among nurses and others that the 

rules for admitting ‘‘existing nurses” to the register 
are too stringent to be in strict accordance with 
the spirit of the Act. Justice might be done to 
the large body of women who have been in practice 
for a number of years, it is felt, by considering 
each applicant for admission to the Register on 
her individual merits, rather than on conformity 
to a rigid rule with reference to a minimum 
training. From 1924 on a State examination must 
be passed in order to be admitted to the Register, 
and since the “ period of grace” for admitting 
‘existing nurses” is comparatively short, there 
seems to be a good case for the generous admission 
of women who may have had comparatively little 
systematic training but who have nevertheless 
rendered excellent service to the sick. Nurses 
who feel strongly on this matter will be much 
encouraged by the interest shown by the medical 
profession as voiced by the Lancet. The Medical 

Press, Truth and the Referee have also taken up 

the matter. 


AFFILIATION APPRECIATED. 

WE have heard a good deal about the so-called 
harm which the Council’s decisions are calculated 
to do to hospitals managed by Poor Law Guardians. 
It is therefore gratifying to learn that the managers 
of at least one of these institutions are beginning 
to realise the benefits to be«derived from the 
Council’s labours. The Infirmary Committee of 
the Haslingden Guardians is awakening to the 
advantages which the scheme of affiliation between 
the Moorland (Haslingden) Poor Law Infirmary 
and the Queen’s Park (Blackburn) Poor Law 
Hospital for the training of nurses will afford. 
Mr. Constantine, one of the Guardians, has 
characterised the scheme as marking an important 
epoch in their history. For the first time, he 
added, they were recognised as having a proper 
training school for nurses. Their nurses had 
always been handicapped inasmuch as they were 
unable to qualify for the highest positions in the 
nursing world. Their hospital was now on a 
level with the voluntary hospitals and the new 
arrangement was one of the greatest improvements 
in the institution for many years past. We are 
delighted that affiliation is giving so much 
satisfaction. 


NURSING IN IRELAND. 
SPEAKING in the Dail recently Sir James Craig 
complained of the existing public health conditions 
in Ireland. The Irish Health Council had, he 
said, recommended that there should be centralisa- 
tion of public health work, that a Ministry of 
Health should be established, that there should be 


a district hospital or home in every district, and 


that there should be district nurses who would 











assist in tuberculosis work, child welfare and, per- 
haps, to a certain extent in school inspection work. 
With regard to nursing he hoped that in any future 
legislation the Local Government Board would 
continue to encourage the appointment of a local 
ladies’ committee that would employ and take an 
interest in the nurses in the district, and that they 
would get a subsidy from the Government to keep 
the work going. He hoped also that the Govern- 
ment would make use in the future of the institu- 
tions already existing for the training of nurses. 
The Minister for Local Government intimated that 
a beginning had been made to do some of the 
things mentioned by Sir James. We fail to dis- 
cover, however, any mention of nurses or nursing 
in the report ot the Minister’s reply. 


HOMES AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE, 

A RECENT decision of Mr. Justice Roche should 
be carefully noted by all proprietors of nursing 
homes. The case came under the Unemployment 
Act, 1920, and was referred to the High Court 
by the Minister of Labour. It concerned a medical 
man conducting a private nursing home, and having 
on the same premises a surgery and consulting 
room. Mr. Justice Roche held that the conduct 
of such a nursing home amounted to carrying on 
a business for the purposes of gain, whether it 
were carried on by a doctor, a nurse, or any other 
person, and that there is an obligation to insure 
against unemployment the servants employed 
in that business. He held that a_ servant 
employed merely for the purpose of preparing 
the surgery or ‘consulting room for ‘the 
purpose of the doctor’s occupation would not 
be employed in the “ business,” and therefore 
would not have to be insured against unemploy- 
ment. 


NURSING 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF ANAESTHETICS. 

NOWADAYS deaths under anesthetics are not 
very frequent, but when they do occur careful 
inquiry is always made by the Coroner. In a 
recent case it was admitted that although a 
medical man began to administer the anesthetic 
the administration of it was continued by a student 
who had had no previous experience with chloro- 
form. In view of the large number of anesthetics 
administered by nurses during the war and the 
claim laid subsequently by some nurses that 
members of the profession should be regarded as 
competent to give them, the remarks of a medical 
witness and the Coroner will prove interesting. 
The medical witness stated that it was not satis- 
factory to have a student administering an 
anesthetic, but in cases of emergency it sometimes 
became necessary. The Coroner said the doctor 
in charge of the case had acted for the best when 
faced by a grave emergency. Perhaps it would be 
as well, he added, if hospital authorities considered 
the advisability of not sending out on such work 
students who had had no experience in the use of 
anesthetics. 
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LADY DUDLEY’S NURSES. 
BEFFORTS are being made to re-establish the 
ark of relieving the acute distress in the West 
fireland, where the lives of many mothers and 
Mdren are in jeopardy through lack of funds 
supply district nurses. Thanks to Lord Dudley, 

Trish Save the Children Fund and Father 
Bly, a nurse has been re-instated at Spiddal, 
of the closed down districts. There are now 

ty nurses, and the districts in which they work 

pin the counties of Mayo, Donegal, Galway, 

ferry, Roscommon, Cork and Sligo. The total 
mmber of visits paid last year was 41,322, and 
cases included 1,588 medical, 1,410 surgical, 
454 maternity cases. The nurses, says an 
Hrish correspondent, are only working on the fringe 
a problem that is appalling in its magnitude. 
SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS AT MINSTER. 
SA COMMITTEE of seven members of the Minster 
ardians will hold its first sitting on the 11th 
enquire into allegations by one of the members, 
Wood. Letters .have been sent to the 
ard from the master and matron, the nineteen 

es, the six indoor male nurses and the eight 
adoor female officers, al] protesting in the strong 
terms against the charge that they are “ under- 
irked, overfed and overpaid,” and the nurses 
indignant at the description of them 

* young women " earning an “ inflated wage,’ 

h had a ‘‘ bad moral etfect ’’ on them, and 
they are “ not the class of people to save.” 

y write :—-‘ Mrs. Wood should bear in mind 
nurses are professional women and as such 
have a certain standard of education and 
inement. Among the nurses here are those 
Swho spent three or more years in training for the 
Spursing profession. We wonder if Mrs. Wood 
s anything of the hard work and study 
led during a nurse’s period of training to 
enable her to pass her final examination and gain 
Sher certiticate.” We await the findings of the 
+ Board, the majority of the members of which 
> Seem to share the indignation of the officers 

Peoncerned. 


PROFESSIONAL UNITY. 
= fo follow a hobby is never a waste of 
ume. It may be connected with our work or 
mith our play and it is pest to find one in both 
sconnections. In our work the pursuit of a hobby 
Pm@ay lead to all sorts of developments, to the 
Hacquisition of all sorts of odd bits of information, 
Mssessed by few and which may prove of real 
we at unexpected moments. In our play a 
Obby takes hold of us and drags us out from the 
ilines of our working moods. In every town 
/@t any size there are enough nurses to form a 
j ‘society at which many social hobbies could be 
ed; in many places hospital nurses could 
borrow, or steal a bit of garden in which the 
usiast could raise anything from a radish 
6 a specimen of sub- tropical culture.—Dr. 

A, E.- Carver. 


ae 
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EVENTS OF THE WEEK. 


January 3rd, 1923 


HE following are some of the points in ~—Mr 
| Bonar Law's reply to a deputation he received 
representing the Glasgow Trades Council and 
the unemployed We cannot deal with the unem 
ployed problem by borrowing money—that would 
only end in industrial crash. There is no big pool of 
profits from which higher wages can come. To meet 
our difficulties by paying interest on the National 
Debt at half-rate would be closing the very thing 
that would destroy any possibility of credit in this 
country. The unemployed figures are down about 
half-a-million from the worst point. It will very 
likely be necessary to go on with the State housing 
scheme, but he would rather try some scheme that 
would get it into the hands of private enterprise. He 
is convinced that we have reached the bottom and 
unless there is very serious trouble in Europe—and 
the position is very serious—we are going to have a 
real trade revival 
Mr. Stanley Baldwin, the Chancellor of the Ex 
chequer, with the Governor of the Bank of England, 
left for the United States on a mission connected with 


| the funding of the British war debt 


The report of the Royal Commission on Honours 
has been published. It makes a recommendation that 
a Committee of three Privy Councillors, not Ministers, 
should be nominated to report to the Prime Minister 
whether those proposed for honours are fit and prope 
persons. They also recommend that an Act should 
be passed making it a penalty to tout for recipients 
for honours, as also to offer money or other consider 
ations in return for honours 

The National Union of Teachers, at a special con 
ference, consented to the proposal of the Burnham 
Committee for a reduction of 5 per cent. on their salaries 
for the financial year commencing April Ist, 1923. 

Twenty-one tubes of germ cultures were found in 
the gutter of a Brixton street, each labelled with the 
name of its disease. No owner was found and the 
tubes were destroyed 

Three persons, a father, mother and son were killed 
during the night by an escape of gas from the main | 
in a street in Bethnal Green. The strange thing is | 
that the fumes penetrated their house, although gas | 
was not laid on there. . Seven people from the neigh- 
bouring house were removed to hospital suffering 
from gas poisoning 

An ex-service man, who had been drawing {3 15s. 
for tuberculosis benefit, was run over and killed by 
a motor van. At the inquest it was stated that he 
bore no trace of the disease. 

A widow and her seven young children were burned 
to death at a farm in County Wexford 

At Lausanne the Turks are again obstructive and 
stubborn, and progress is very slow and difficult. 
They wish to make Angora the Turkish capital. The 
Greeks are opposed to the removal of the Gicumenical 
Patriarchate from Constantinople where it has been 
with one short.break for over 1,600 years. 

All available British warships were ordered to le ve 
Malta for the Near East ‘ 

By a three to one vote, Great Britain being the 
dissentient, Germany has been declared in voluntary 
default in her deliveries of timber to France. 

The Conference of Allied Premiers opened in Paris 
yesterday. Lord Curzon came from Lausanne and 
had a long conversation there with Mr. Bonar Law on 
Monday 

Professors and students from all countries were 


| present at the Pasteur Centenary Celebrations held at 


the Sorbonne, Paris, on December 27th. 

Latterly there have been signs that the United States 
may leave her attitude of aloofness to the financial | 
difficulties of Europe. With improved conditions in 
Europe her own trade would benefit. 
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THE PREPARATION FOR ARTIFICIAL PNEUMOTHORAX, 
BY A SANATORIUM MATRON. 


OR the benefit of nurses who are thinking 

of taking a post as sister in a sanatorium, 

the following article may be helpful. I 

find that few nurses, except those who have had 

previous sanatorium experience, have seen artificial 
pneumothorax done. 

The apparatus for the production of artilicial 
pneumothorax looks rather complicated at first. 
There are several, but I will describe the Vere- 
Pearson. It consists of two glass cylinders or 
bottles, one of which is graduated, rubber tubing 
and a manometer, all fitting into a wooden case, 
which should be kept locked when not in use. 
The graduated bottle has attached to it rubber 
tubing which communicates by a T-shaped glass 
tube with the glass manometer containing water 
(coloured so as to be read more easily) and with 
a hollow needle. The graduated bottle is filled 
with nitrogen, oxygen or air, whichever the 
physician prefers—usually the latter. The second 
bottle is filled with an antiseptic lotion, usually 
carbolic 1.20 which, by siphonage, displaces the 
gas in the other. 

The apparatus should be placed on a clean towel 
on a table with castors. The doctor will have it 
tested and in readiness before it is taken into the 
room. When oxygen is given, the sizzling of the 
cylinder is most alarming for the patient. 

The sister should have ready on the table 6 
sterile towels, hypodermic syringe for local anzs- 
thetic, bunsen and mateihes for drying needles and 
stiletto needles and stilettes in conical vessel in 
alcohol, spirit and iodine for patient’s skin, small 
disc of gauze and collodion to seal puncture, and 
lotion for the doctor’s hands. Of course all gally 
pots, forceps, etc., should be previously boiled and 
everything should be as aseptic as possible. | 
once saw a sister getting things ready with a jersey 
on; of course sanatoria are very cold, but surely 
that was unpardonable in a trained nurse. 

Preparation of the Patient.—An aperient is given 
the night before; usually calomel gr. iii, followed 
by a saline purge, If there are several others 
in the sanatorium having pneumothorax treatment 
the patient is usually fairly confident, having 
discussed it well with the others. If on the other 
hand he knows very little about it, he may be very 
nervous and this contra-indicates the treatment. 
Therefore the mental attitude ot the patient is 
very important, and a sister with her patient’s 
welfare at heart will do all in her power by kindness 
and tact to dispel any teeling of nervousness. 
Some doctors order morphia gr. } per hypo. 
injection, others.omnipon 1 c.cm of a 2 per cent. 
solution to be given half-an-hour before the 
operation. Brandy and a hypodermic syringe 
charged with strychnine gr. 1-60 and plenty of 
hot bottles should be in readiness in case of emer- 


gency. The patient should be placed comfortably, 
well supported with pillows, the site. of the punc- 
ture uppermost. The skin is cleansed with spirit 
and painted with iodine and sterile towels placed 
round. A local anesthetic is usually given, 
especia'ly for the first dose, but subsequent 
treatments are often given without anything. 
The skin is stretched and the needle inserted into 
the pleural cavity. The patient must be kept 
absolutely quiet and must give warning if he is 
going to cough. The sister may be asked to keep 
a sharp eye on the manometer, and should make 
herself previously acquainted with the reading. 
She must be in readiness to clamp and unclamp 
for the doctor. When the needle is withdrawn 
the puncture is closed with collodion. Some 
doctors prefer to warm the gas or air before it 
enters the pleural cavity. This is done by putting 
a towel wrung out of very hot water round the 
cylinder containing the gas. The patient is kept 
in bed and light diet given for two days after the 
first dose. Subsequent treatments cause very 
little inconvenience as a rule. 

The complications to be watched for are pain, 
dyspnoea, surgical emphysema and _ infection 
through the needle. The latter, | am happy to 
say, I have never seen. It would indeed be a very 
grave reflection on the sister who prepared for the 
operation. 


, 





At a recent Edinburgh meeting, Dr. J. S. 
Stewart read a communication on artificial 


pneumothorax. The method was unsuitable for 
early cases which would recover under general 
treatment; marked cardiac disease was a strong 
contraindication. A preliminary injection of mor- 
phine and atropine and local anesthetisation of 
the skin and pleura was stated to lessen the risk 
of pleural shock. The patient was supported on 
pillows on his sound side, and under a negative 
pressure of 10 mm. Hg. 200 to 300 c.cm. of oxygen 
were slowly introduced. With oxygen there was, 
he believed, less risk of air embolism, and a definite 
sedative effect on the inflamed pleura was pro- 
duced. Frequently repeated small injections had 
the advantage that an opportunity of accommoda- 
tion was given to the opposite lung. The intervals 
of subsequent injections were gradually increased, 
until at the end of the third month injections were 
made every three or four weeks. Frequent x-ray 
examinations were essential both before and after 
refills. | Pleural adhesions complicated the opera- 
tion, and were shown by a rapid rise of pressure 
on the manometer from negative to positive 
after a small injection. In all cases of bilateral 
disease the opposite lung had to be watched 
carefully, and where pleuritic effusion developed 
aspiration should be carried out at once. 


+ 








Jan. 6, 1923. 


—— 


THE NURSING TIMES 


THE SCHICK REACTION. 


HILE truly marvellous strides have been 

W made in recent years in the field of 

preventive medicine, diphtheria still re- 

mains one of the problems confronting the clinician 
and epidemicologist alike. 

The discovery of diphtheria antitoxin by Emil 
yon Behring, Yersin and Roux provided a potent 
weapon which, if used intelligently early in the 
infection, will effectually control the mortality, 
and the efforts of modern investigators have 
therefore largely been directed toward the elabora- 
tion of means for the control and prevention of 
the infection, particularly in segregated groups of 
individuals as in hospitals, schools and armies. 

From these studies has come much valuable in- 
formation concerning “ carriers ’’—individuals whe 

carry in their throats or elsewhere virulent organ- 

isms without, howeve~, exhibiting any indication 

‘of infection—also the discovery that about 80 

er cent. of new-born children, 50 to 60 per cent. 

of children (especially between the ages of 1 and 

5), and approximately 90 per cent. of all adults 

have as ano: mal constituent of the blood a sufficient 

amount of diphthe:ia antitoxin to render them 
relatively immune to diphtheritic infection. 

The source of this antitoxin is not always clear. 
Recent experiments have shown that antibodies 
of vatious kinds may be directly transmitted to 
the fetus in utero, but there remains a modicum 
of cases for which no altogether satisfactory 
explanation is to be had, though in view of-the 

_ widespread distribution of the diphthe-ia bacillus, 
it seems likely that minor sub-infections may be 
responsible for the antitoxin in the blood. 

Obviously, a logical means of prevention in 
this disease would be the injection of antitoxin 
into healthy individuals. But this procedure 
presents several difficulties. Not only is the 
immunity thus conferred of relatively short 
duration, but, as practically all serums now used 
are horse serums, the individual thus immunised 

» is also sensitised and rendered liable to anaphy- 
lactic shock should a further use of serum become 
necessary. 

A comparatively recent mode of procedure 
_which obviates to a large extent the disadvantage 

» just named is that known as the Schick reaction, 
hamed after its discoverer. 
Theory of the Reaction. 


, A-small amount of diphtheria toxin is injected 
- into the skin. If the individual has in his blood 
“an amount of antitoxin equal to at least 1/30 unit 
/im each cubic centimeter, the injected toxin is 
| heutralised and no reaction follows (negative 
reaction); if, however, the individual does not 
Have antitoxin in the blood or body fluids in 
this amount, then the injected toxin acts as an 
irritant to the skin and produces in 24 to 48 hours 

@ small area of redness and inflammation. 
A positive reaction indicates that there is no 
| antitoxin in the blood and that the individual is, 


ae 


therefore, susceptible to diphtheritic infection; @ 
negatwe reaction indicates the presence of antitoxin 
and that the individual is, in all probability, 
immune. The test is purely an inflammatory 
reaction due to the presence of non-neutralised 
toxin acting as an irritant, and not an anaphy- 
lactic reaction such as the lutein and tuberculin 
tests. 

Virulent diphtheria bacilli are grown in pure 
culture in bouillon, the toxin which they produce 
passing out into the bouillon in solution. After 
a suitable time the bacilli are filtered off and the 
clear fluid thus obtained represents a solution of 
diphtheria toxin in bouillon. Varying amounts 
of this toxin are then injected into a series of 
guinea-pigs weighing 250 to 300 grams each and 
the smallest amount of toxin determined which 
will kill a pig of this weight in four days. This 
amount is known as the minimum lethal dose or 
the M.L.D. The amount of toxin injected in 
the Schick reaction is 1/50 of this amount so 
diluted with ste: ile normal saline as to be contained 
in 0.1 or 0.2 cc. The fluid is sterile and the 
amount of toxin injected too smal) to be harmful 

Technique of the Test. 

A correct technique is of the highest importance 

The arm is cleaned with an alcohol swab in 
the region of the deltoid muscle and the injection 
made with a sterile syringe capable of measuring 
0.1 to 0.2 cc. and with a fine (26) gauge needle. 
The skin is pinched up between the fingers and the 
needle entered into the epidermis so that the injection 
will be intracutaneous and not subcutaneous. When 
0.1 cc. has been injected a slight stinging sensation 
is felt and a white, anemic spot resembling a 
wheal appears. If this spot is not seen the injec- 
tion is probably subcutaneous and unsatisfactory. 

At the same time a control injection of plain 
sterile bouillon is made in the Same manner— 
intracutaneously—in the other arm in order to 
estimate the amount of reaction due to trauma 
alone and to a peculiar hypersusceptibility to 
proteins of beef and bacilli which are contained 
in the toxin and to which some individuals may 
actively respond. 

A positive reaction appears in 24 to 48 hours and 
is evidenced by an area of redness and induration, 
due to cedematous infiltration of the subcutaneous 
tissues, measuring from 1 to 2.5 cm. in diameter. 

A negative reaction shows nothing more than the 
puncture site or possibly a small area of redness 
which soon disappears. 

A pseudo-reaction, seen in those who are hyper- 
susceptible to proteins, may present some con- 
fusion. It consists in a slight redness and cedema 
appearing after 24 hours which, however, disap- 
pears after 48 hours. For this reason it is advisa- 
able to make the final reading after 48 hours when 
the true reaction will remain and may even 
increase in size to disappear slowly, leaving a 
brownish discoloration and a slight desquamation 
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The Schick Reaction.—con/. 
of the epithelium which may persist for weeks. 
The pseudo-reaction appears earlier than the true 
reaction in from 16 to 18 hours, reaches its height 
in 24 to 36 hours, and, as a rule, disappears at 
48 hours. 

Doubtful reactions are best regarded as positive. 

Significance of the Reaction. 

As already noted a positive reaction indicates 
the absence and a negative reaction the presence 
of antitoxin in the body fluids. The test is 
therefore, of great value in distinguishing those 
‘who aré susceptible to infection with the diphtheria 
bacillus. It has an especial value and usefulness 
in institutions where larger groups are often 
exposed to the disease, as the employment of 
this reaction not only results in a saving of anti- 
toxin but serves as a potent factor in the avoidance 
of serum sickness and anaphylaxis where the 
process of immunisation may have to be repeated. 

It is, therefore, a harmless, effective procedure 
of great value in the control of the virulent 
infection —From The Trained Nurse. 


PREVENTION OF STILL-BIRTHS AND 


NEO-NATAL DEATHS. 

R. BALLANTYNE in his address* to the 
British Medical Association at Glasgow 
pointed out that the study of still-birth 

was alluring as an adventure, a call to the spirit 
of the searcher, but that its true inspiration was 
the possibility of reduction of fatalities in young 
life, the bringing into the wosld of strong infants 
and the relief of maternal suffering and dis- 
appointment. 

Ante-natal supervision and care aims at circum- 
venting the ending of life before birth. “ There 
is no more difficult department of investigation 
than that of the pathology of ante-natal, intra- 
natal and early post-natal death.’’ At present 
ante-natal diagnosis is chiefly guess work, with 
the possible partial exception of syphilis, in which 
a positive Wassermann reaction in the mother at 
least suggests a positive one in the unborn infant. 
Diagnosis therefore follows death, and conse- 
quently treatment must be preventive. There 
will doubtless come a time when it will be possible 
to diagnose that a fetus is ill and in danger 
of death. 

“The general principles of the prevention of 
still-births can be clearly stated. In the first 
place it is necessary to watch for and treat every 
morbid condition of the mother which may be 
detected during the course of her pregnancy. This 
involves not merely the setting up of ante-natal 
clinics and the co-operation of all doctors (and 
midwives!) who have in private practice the 
charge of obstetric cases, but also the provision 
of beds in hospitals and homes for ill-expectant 
mothers. . . . In the second place it is necessary 
to watch for ard correct every anomaly in the 
relation of the fetus to the mother, in the obstetric 
~ *Keported in the Brilish Medical Journal, September 
30th; 1922. 





| 





sense, before the oncoming of labour, for example, 
external version of podalic lies, rectificatioa of 
occipito, posterior positions, etc.’’ There is 
obviously a great life-saving or still-birth preven- 
tion sphere in obstetric prevision. In the third 
place to prevent intra-natal still-births a complete 
revision of all existing methods of delivery must 
be undertaken in the interests of the fetus. ‘‘ Here 
is the new law: In any case of difficult or 
dangerous labour, except when there is evidence 
that the fetus is already dead, that method of 
delivery should be chosen which without sensibly 
increasing the risk to the mother holds out a fair 
chance of life for the child.’’ 

These three general principles must be applied 
in association in order to get the best results, 
Ante-natal supervision is the strategy, and 
intelligent far-sighted intra-natal treatment is the 
tactics which together bring victory. The perfect 
victory is a live and undamaged mother and a 
living infant who is likely to continue living. 


In the fourth place there is a general principle ° 


which applies to early neo-natal deaths and their 
prevention. Routine must be got rid of in the 
management of infants born into the world after 
difficult labours or abnormal ante-natal lives; the 
attempt must be made to differentiate the causes 
of their delicacy and disorder and the appropriate 
treatment must be given to each. 


MEDICAL NOTES. 


Liquid Paraffin. 

A doctor utters a warning against the use 
of liquid paraffin for constipation; he substitutes 
agar-agar. This can be purchased quite cheaply 
in the form of sticks, and cut up with scissors 
and stored in a tin. A tablespoonful once or 
twice a day has an excellent effect. 

Dangers of Dust. 

The action of silica or rock dust has been 
found to be directly poisonous to the lungs, 
deadening the cells and thus depriving them of 
their resistance to consumption. Coal or brick 
dust does not act in‘the Same way. 

Condenser Spark in Lupus. 

Writing in the Lancet on the treatment of lupus 
by the diathermy condenser spark, Mr. Milner 
mentions that he first tried the spark early in 
1919 on cases of multiple warts of the hands and 
isolated warts on the face. One of the cases, a 
nurse, had 46 warts on one hand; the treatment 
was very satisfactory, the warts were destroyed, 
leaving very little mark, and there has been no 
return of them. In this case ionisation and other 
treatments had failed. The success of the treat- 
ment for warts induced him to try it for a case 
of lupus erythematosus, of several years’ duration, 
in which all the usual treatments had failed. 
This case was cured with very little scarring. It 
is now two years since some cases of lupus vulgaris 
concluded treatment, and as they are still doing 
well they may fairly be considered cured. 
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THE G.N.C, 
AN EXPLANATION. 


Sir Wilmot Herringham writes from the G.N.C. offices, 
12, York Gate, London, N.W.1 

I have noticed from letters written to me that a few 
voters have not understood the system of the election, 
and propose therefore briefly to explain it 

In an election it is necessary to secure two things, the 
first that no improper person shall vote, the second that 
the voting shall be secret, In Parliamentary Elections 
the first is secured by the personal attendance of the 
voter, who is identified by the official in charge Ina 
postal election such as ours the only such safeguard is 
the signature of the voter on the identification envelope 
For further security I add a serial number at the top left 
hand corner which on the covering envelope enables me 
to check the addressing and on the identification envelope 
prevents any fraudulent fabrication of votes. 1 find that 
the Registration number adds nothing of value for safety, 
and I shall therefore omit it in the coming issue. 

Two or three voters seemed to think that their vote 
was not secret because they had to sign the identification 
envelope. Since the voting paper is inside this envelope 
it is clear that before the latter is opened the vote cannot 
possibly be known. This envelope is opened either by 
myself, or in my presence by expert election officials 
engaged to assist me, who have nothing to do with the 
office staffor with nursing. The voting papers are thrown 
into tin boxes which are locked, and the identification 
envelopes are taken away and destroyed. When the 
voting paper has once been separated from its envelope 
no human being can tell whose paper it was. The boxes 
are subsequently opened and from the confused mass of 
papers which they contain the counting of the votes is 
carried out. 

I may add that I was agreeably surprised by the large 
number of voting papers returned. I estimated the 
envelopes roughly before they were sent away to be burnt, 
and found them to amount to over 60 per cent. of the 
number of voters. The intelligence and public spirit of 
a constituency is often gauged by the proportion of its 
voters who go to the poll, and 60 per cent. is | igher than 
many Parliamentary contests show. I had not expected 
more than half that number. I hope the result will be 
as good at the second trial. 


A Criticism by Miss Wiese. 
I was sorry to read the comments in Nursing Notes last 
week in Miss McCallum’s protest at the obvious waste of 
the nurses’ money. Surely any member of the General 


Nursing Council had the right to question those officials 
Tesponsible for the failure of the election, and I think it 
regretable that Miss McCallum did not have more support 
As for paying for a 
registration, surely 


from other members of the Council. 
specific thing and getting it, i.e., 
nurses expect more 
than this from the 
General Nursing Coun- 
cil, and if this reckless 
expenditure continues, 
the work of the Coun- 
cil will be very limited. 
Many nurses object to 
paying 2s. 6d. to have 
their names kept in 
a register which does 
hot exist ! 

I wonder how many 
nurses derive any com- 
fort from the fact that 
the services rendered 
by some of the officials 
im mismanaging their 
affairs are not charged 
for. I would urge 
nurses to aim at self- 
government, and vote 
for the independent 





MISS WIESE. 
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ELECTIONS. 
THE CANDIDATES. 


HE following is a list of the candidates nominated 

< i or recommended by various bodies 
By a meeting representing the College of Nursing 
and the Association of Hospital Matrons and of Poor 


Law Hospital Matrons 


Miss Cox-Davies Miss E. C. Swiss 
Lloyd-Still. ,» G. Bremner. 
Musson. : D. Coode 
Sparshott. G. Cowlin 
Alsop » we Serry. 

Ellinor Smith Coulton 
By a meeting under the chairmanship of Miss Beatric 


Kent (including some other independent candidates) 


Miss Bushby Mrs. Bedford Fenwick 
,, Cattell. Miss C. C. du Sautoy. 
Mr. Christian Mr. R. Donaldson. © 
Miss Heather Bigg Miss Isabel Macdonald. 
MacCallum , M. Wiese 
Pearse Ballantyne 


», Marsters 

(Other candidates 

Mrs. Watson 
of Nursing.) 

Miss Webster (Bradford Royal Infirmary 

Miss Embry (Leicester Infirmary Nurses 

Miss C. Alcock, R.R.C. 

Miss Mabel Anslow 

Miss Dorothy Windley (Sister-Tutors 

Miss E. Wade. 

Photographs and statements of views of the candidates 
have appeared in THE NursinG Times of October 28th 


Sister Tait), (Sheffield Centre, College 


League) 


Association). 


November 4th, llth and 18th. 
The Education and Examination Committee of the 
G.N.C, cannot see its way to recommend the Steyning 


Poor Law Hospital to the Council for recognition as a 
training school. 


ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL, BRADFORD. 


\ Nurses’ League has been formed with the object of 
banding together all nurses trained at this Hospital, and 
the first number of a hospital magazine has just been 
issued. All nurses trained at St. Luke’s may become 
members by sending an annual subscription of 2s. 6d 
when the magazine will immediately be forwarded. An 
annual reunion will be held, to be announced in the 
nursing papers. The first will probably be next May 
All communications to hon. sec., Nurses’ League, St 
Luke’s Hospital, Bradford 


TRAINED NURSES IN KOREA, 


At the last meeting of the Occidental Graduate Nurses 
Association of Korea, which is composed of all the Mission- 
ary nurses in the country, held in Seoul, April 5th, 1922, 
the question of text books was discussed at length and 
united action was taken to supply funds to finance the 
printing of a text book on nursing, which is being trans 
lated by one of the missionary nurses, nine of the nurses 
making themselves tesponsible for 100 yen (50 dollars) 
for this fund. Also steps were taken to organise a 
Graduate_Nurses’ Association among the Koreans 


rhe nurses who are paid receive a wage at which any 
cook would turn up her nose Dr. Harry Roberts. 


Afcase of five infants at a birth is reported from King 
Edward Hospital, Lohtak, Punjab, all well formed and 
healthy. . 


A “ romantic love match ”’ is announced in the Dati) 
Express between Miss O'Brien, nurse in a London nursing 
home, and Captain Finlay, a rich patient 








THE DIPLOMA 


OME nurses, reading about the success of three 
nurses in gaining the Leeds diploma of nursing, 
may have wondered whether they would have 

succeeded. Let them test themselves by considering 
whether they could have answered the questions which 
we append. There is also a viva voce examination, and 
a searching practical examination in nursing, medicine 
and surgery. 

Nursing. —I. 

1.—You have a patient suffering from a severe form 
of valvular disease of the heart. How would you nurse 
him? What developments would you endeavour to 
guard against and what symptoms would lead you to 
suppose that he is getting worse ? 

2.—How do ‘you prepare and give (a) a barium meal 
(5) a test meal? Why are they given ? 

3.—How do yoy prepare a patient for (a) laminectomy 
(6) gastroenterostomy (c) supra-pubic cystotomy ? What 
is the post-operative treatment and nursing in each case, 
and what symptoms would you consider alarming ? 

4.—How do you nurse and feed a patient suffering 
from (a) diabetes (b) chlorosis ? 

5.—State how you would prepare for the reception 
of a case of (a) mastoid disease (b) compound fracture 
of femur What would be your nursing treatment 
and what symptoms would lead you to suspect danger 
in each case ? 

Nursing.—II. 

1.—You have a ward of thirty beds. What staff do 
you consider necessary to administer it efficiently and 
to give satisfactory training to the nurses ? How would 
you divide the duties ? 

2 Arrange a short syllabus of lectures on the excretory 
systems mentioning what specimens, etc., you would 
require to demonstrate satisfactorily to a class of nurses 
at the end of their second year 

3.—How would you instruct a probationer to receive 
a new patient, and what special points would you 
emphasise ? 

4 How would you prepare and serve to a patient, 
mutton broth, tripe, albumen wattr and junket ? 


Medicine. 

l Describe the features, causes and treatment of coma. 

2.—Write what you know about chorea in children 
With what conditions is it liable to be confused ? 

3.—What is a_rigor and what is its significance 
What morbid conditions are liable to be accompanied 
by rigor? State in each case the stage of the disease 
at which the phenomenon occurs. 

4.—Describe a case of pernicious anemia, commenting 
particularly on the complications and nursing difficulties. 

Surgery. 

1.—What are the symptoms associated with acute 
perforation of a gastric or duodenal ulcer? Describe 
the post-operative treatment and nursing of a case. 

2.—Describe the symptoms of a case of fracture of 
the spine in the lower dorsal region. How would you 
nurse the case ? 

3.—Supposing you were sent to a private house to 
nurse a patient who was to be operated on for acute 
appendicitis at 9 a.m. the next day, describe what you 
would get ready for the surgeon, and how you would 
prepare the room and the patient. . 

4.—Describe what is meant by rickets. What deformi- 
ties may be the result of it? Describe the general 
treatment of the disease. 


Elementary Obstetrics and Gynaecology. 
1.—Describe the dangers and disabilities which may 
result from venereal disease in women. 
2.—Describe the vagina, give its relations and the 
diseases which may affect it. 
3.—What disturbance in micturition may occur 
(a) in pregnancy 
(b) in labour 
(c) during the puerperium 
Explain how the disturbance is produced in each case. 
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OF NURSING. 


The Care of Infaney and Childhood, 


! 
1.—Discuss the main factors producing mortality 
| amongst infants under the age of 1 year. . 
| 2.—Write out in detail a diet sheet, suitable for children 
| between the age of fifteen months and 5 years, that vou 
| would give to a mother who lives in an artisan dwelling 
and who looks after her children single-handed. ; 
3.—Describe in detail the nursing, care and feeding 
of a child of 18 months suffering from severe toxic 
diarrhoea. 
Elementary Hygiene. 


1.—Explain what is meant by the term “ hardness’ 
as applied to water? What are the disadvantages of a 
hard water, and state how such a water might be treated 
so as to render it usable for all purposes. 

2.—Define the term “ pandomic,” ‘‘ endomic’”’ and 
“epidemic,’’ as applied to infectious diseases, and give 
examples How may small-pox be conveyed from an 
infected to an uninfected person ? 

3.—Name the principles on which natural ventilation 
ts founded. How would you apply these in the ventilation 
of (a) a hospital ward and (b) a schoolroom 


Elementary Anatomy and Physiology. 


1.—Describe the naked eye structure of a bone, and 
indicate the uses of the parts described 

2.—Describe briefly the urinary organs, and show 
what waste is removed by them. ; 

3.—Describe the form and position of the stomach 
and briefly describe its functions. 

4.—What is meant by the lymphatic system, and what 
are its functions ? E 

5 What are the parts of the central nervous system, 
and by what means are the organs of sense connected 
with it 


An extraordinary alteration of the 48-hour week 
hitherto enjoyed by the day nursing staffs is to be made 
in the West Riding Asylums It is to be replaced by a 
56-hour week comprising five days of eight hours each 
and one day of 16 hours 











Miss RutH DARBYSHIRE, R.R.C., THE NEW MATRON OF 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE HOSPITALS. 


St. THoMAs’s HOSPITAL. 

ISS LLOYD STILL held an ‘“ At Home” on 
Tuesday, December 26th, when a large number 
of Nightingale nurses and other visitors were 

present, among whom could be seen Sir Arthur Stanley, 
Dame Maud McCarthy, Miss Darbyshire, Miss — Haig 
Brown, Lady Morant, Miss Palin, and others. At 5 p.m. 
the Carol singers (probationers at the Nightingale Home), 
each carrying a lantern, assembled in the corridor for a 
tour of the wards, in each of which three carols were 
beautifully sung under the direction of Miss Coode, 
sister-tutor. The selection was a large and varied one 
and included many of the well-known and favourite carols, 
to the evident delight and appreciation of patients and 
visitors alike. The wards were decorated chiefly with 
the coloured and quaint shaped lamp shades, designed 
and made by the sisters, and quantities of bright coloured 
flowers, while many of the wards had a Christmas tree 
laden with gifts for the younger patients. The children’s 
wards, as is usual, looked specially gay and joyous with 
those children who were well enough to be up, dressed 
alike in pink knitted jerseys and socks. On Christmas 
morning every patient received a parcel or a “‘ stocking,’ 
with the contents exactly suited to the recipient, and most 
were able to enjoy the real Christmas dinner provided 
and the visits of their relations and friends. The troupe 
of doctors, ““ The Casuafties,”’ afforded much pleasure and 
amusement by their entertainments in the various wards 
during Christmas week, and on Saturday the Casualty 
(out-patients) Christmas tree and party was held 

Some wonderful needlework paintings, etc., were to be 
seen at the “ Arts and Crafts’ Exhibition, contributed 
by the nursing staff and the medical students, and much 
admiration and interest was expressed by the’ many 
visitors during the week 

PRINCE OF WALES’, TOTTENHAM 


The festive week began on Christmas Day, and through 
out the week every effort was made to give the patients 








CHRISTMAS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL ( 


a truly happy time and one that will not easily be for- 
gotten. The entertainment arranged and carried out 
entirely by the nursing staff is always a great feature 
of the festivities, and this year it was repeated no fewer 
than five times so that all the in and out patients, the 
whole of the nursing and domestic staff, and friends 
might have an opportunity of being present. The 
(home-made) pierrots and pierrettes were most effective 
in black satteen with flame colour ruffles. The waiting 
hall was decorated with dado and festoons to match 
and the programmes were made of x-ray paper written 
in white ink and tied with flame coloured ribbon. The 
sketches and monologues, admirably acted, were received 
with hilarious applause and laughter, especially “‘ Mechan 
ical Jane,’ in which the countenance of Sister Moase 
hugely delighted her patients 

The wards were as usual wonderfully decorated; 
festoons of balloons, charming paintings, and a well-laden 
Christmas tree for the children; a pink scheme in a 
women’s ward; galloping reindeer, sledges, and red jackets 
for men, frosted wool, real and home-made poinsettias 
the whole forming a warm and beautiful contrast to the 
extremely inclement weather without. For the nursing 
staff in addition to the special Christmas dinner a dance 
was arranged for Thursday, and on Saturday a very 
enjoyable reunion for the members of the League and their 
friends was held 


ST. MARYLEBONE 


Friday of last week was the special day of the many 
festivities, when many visitors made a tour of the wards, 
which all looked so gay and bright that it is difficult to 
single out any for special mention. Lampshades of 
pale blue and pink paper in quaint shapes and a draped 

surprise box instead of a tree, with a large hoop 
suspended from the ceiling and presents on long streamers 


delighted the children, to say nothing of the ‘ Sleeping 
Beauty on a draped dressing trolley, decorated with 
pink rosebuds and tinsel, and the nursery rhyme dolls 
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Christmas at the Hospitals—continued. 


In the babies’ wards were baskets of flowers and lamp 
shades of the same bright colouring and each baby looked 
delightfully warm and cosy in a new white knitted coat 
and white or pink knitted boots and tiny rosettes on the 
cots. One of the male wards was wintry with snow and 
robins; another was inhabited by black cats, blue birds, 
horse-shoes and heather for ‘ Good luck After tea 
in the Board room, a delightful entertainment was given 
by some of the nursing staff, some in white muslin frocks, 
long sprays of poppies and green hair bands others as 
niggers with green suits appropriate to the plantation 
country dances, etc Three of the sisters gave the 
Between the Soup and the Savoury 
to the great amusement of the enthusiastic audience 
Later, the nursing staff had a dance at which fancy 
dress was predominant. During Christmas week, by 
the kindness of Madame Donelli (a friend of one of the 
patients), a musical treat was given in Sister McLenan’s 
ward with songs, minuets, etc., and so much was it 
appreciated that'Madame Donelli has promised to arrange 
for it to be repeated in one of the women’s wards 


songs, 


amusing sketch 


City oF LONDON MATERNITY HOSPITAL 

The Christmas festivities began on December 23rd 
when a procession of forty nurses, each carrying a gaily 
decorated pole with a lantern suspended, marched round 
the outside of the hospital singing carols, to the great 
delight of the numberless passers-by in that busy and 
congested area, and a ready response was made for the 
funds of the hospital. On Christmas morning the nurses 
sang carols and patrolled the hospital. Later in the 
morning Father Christmas escorted by two fairies and 
ushered in by a jazz band of nurses in most quaint and 
original costumes visited the wards and Father Christmas 
presented each mother with a parcel containing something 
for herself, husband and baby. The dinner of turkey 
and Christmas pudding, in which were numbers of china 
dolls, was much enjoyed, and each mother was able to 
partake of it, although in some cases only a minute quan 
tity could be allowed. In the afternoon and evening 
there was a steady flow of patients’ visitors who were 
given a real Christmas, and also an entertainment (t 
which some of the “‘ mothers’”’ contributed) in a ward 
transformed into an orange grove with gay Japanese 
lanterns. All the wards were gay and beautiful, with 
their own special scheme of colouring and decorations. 
in one ward of ten beds all the infants, including a pair 
of twins, were born on or after December 23rd, so all 
could almost be considered ‘‘ Christmas babies.’’ There 
were several “‘ Christmas Day babies’ on the district, 
and all the mothers on the district list received a wonderful 
parcel of good things and useful garments. 


There was keen competition among the nurses for the 
prizes awarded for the decorated sticks. The first was 
won by Nurse Ellis, who placed several cradles on a 
Christmas tree with a Father Christmas ”’ laden with 
a sack bending over each, all on a most diminutive but 
perfectly thought out scale; the second prize was gained 
by Nurse Mimms, who had arranged a tiny cradle in the 
fork of a tree bough with a lantern, a moon and stars 
above. The festivities for the nursing staff included 
special Christmas dinners on Thursday, a fancy dress 
dance to which each nurse invited a visitor, and early in 
the New Year an “ Old Nurses’ Club”’ Re-union will be 
held. 


NATIONAL HOsPITAL, BLOOMSBURY 


The usual Christmas dance for the nurses was held on 
December 28th, when a large company assembled in the 
out-patients’ hall. Many of the ‘‘ home made ”’ costumes 
were ingenious and _ beautiful, and prizes were awarded 
as follows Pip, Squeak and Wilfred (Nurses Winter, 
Burford and Russell); Persian Lady (Nurse Carroll); 
Put and Take (Nurse K. Hall); the Heavenly Twins 
(Male Nurses Lovatt and Hanney). The hall was beauti- 
fully decorated and the refreshments excellent. 
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SOUTHMEAD INFIRMARY. 

\t Bristol the Lord Mayor, with the chairman and vice- 
chairman, visited all the wards and spoke friendly words 
of greeting to the patients \ band played during dinner, 
and in the afternoon a ventriloquist and a hurdy-gurdy 
delighted the patients, especially the children , 

[he staff's Boxing Day dinner was followed by a whist 
drive and dancing, and « Thursday the nursing staff 
entertained patients, guardians and friends with a variety 
performance, and a topical song managed to pay a few 
old scores! Dr. Norgate and his assistant caused much 
amusement in a sketch, “ The Woolgatherers and 
encores were called for after a duet by Messrs Chapple 
and Passmore. ‘‘ Between the Soup and the Savoury 
was very well acted, the part of the pathetic littk scullery 
maid being faithfully portrayed by Nurse Davis At the 
conclusion the performers received hearty thanks from the 
guardians, patients and visitors, of whom a large number 
were present 

DURHAM 

Father “Christmas visited the County Hospital and 
brought joy and happiness to the little patients, who 
awoke to find their stockings filled with toys and novelties, 
and every patient in the hospital received a present 
Miss Whitlock (matron) the sisters, the medical staff and 
friends served the excellent dinner, and in the evening 
a number of friends entertained the patients to a concert 
in the Lower Eden Ward, the Chaplain (the Rev. W. 
Glynn) presiding. On Saturday evening presents from 
the Christmas tree were distributed, and on New Year's 
Day the Rangers (Girl Guides) performed a mystery play, 


The Three Roses.” e Be 





Two OF THE MALE NURSES AT THE NATIONAL HOSPITALs 
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roast Fe 
is Best Fed 


“Ovaltine” should be regularly taken by the mother for 
several months before the birth and continued through- 
out the nursing period. By this method an adequate 
supply of rich milk is ensured and the mother is 
enabled to maintain her strength under the strain which 
nursing throws on the system. 





Enables Mothers to Breast Feed their Babies 
Of all Chemists and Stores at 116, 2/6 and 4/6 


The makers will be pleased to send to. a qualified nurse a sufficient 
Quantity for trial in any case she has under Ser abaehe. 


A. WANDER, LTD., (Dept. 153), 45, Cowcross St., London, E.C.1 
Works: King’s Langley, Herts. 
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SOME OF THE 
REASONS WHY. 


1. A Complete Food. 


“ Ovaltine” is a complete 
food. It is a concentration 
of the nutritive principles of 
Malted Barley, Milk and Eggs 
and is flavoured with Cocoa. 
It sujplies nourishment for 
every tissue of the body 
promotes genera! nutritional 
welfare and stimulates the 
secretion and flow of a rich 
supply of milk. 


2. High Food Value. 
“ Ovaltine ’ has a high food 
value. One oup of the beverage 
prepared from it has the food 
value of three eggs. It pro- 
vides an ideal means of rein- 
forcing the diet of the mother 
and is well borne even in cases 
of impaired digestion, nausea 
or other alimentary trouble. 


3. Aids Digestion. 
“Ovaltine"” is a powerful 
aid to the digestion of other 
foods. Itincreases the digest- 
ibility of milk two-fold and for 
the same reason forms a valu- 
able addition to cereal f 
serving at the same time asa 
pleasant sweetening agent, 


4... Delicious Flavour. 
“Ovaltine" Tonic Food 
Beverage oqpeale to the 
cone and delights the 
. Itisa welcome addition 
to the diet of the nursing 
sogtierend ts pastowtany tee 
where the appetite is cap- 
ricious or there Be en indiffer- 
ence shown to the ordinary 
forms of aourishapent. 








it is well te mention “‘ The Nursing Times’ when answering its Advertisements. 
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HOLDRON, satan, LONDON, sw.12 
OUR GREAT WINTER SALE 


Commences 


THURSDAY, JAN. 


INDISPUTABLE 
BARGAIN 


Washing Cotton 
Vaiform Dress 


Beautifully made 


and well-finished 
Bodice 
and Sleeves lined 
throughout. 


SPECIAL SALE 
CE 


PRI 
8/1 l each. 
Regular Price 
y2/11 each. 


or 

Dresses 17 6 
for ] 
Postage on: dress, 


od. extra. 
Postage On two dresses, 


I/- xtra 
Made in excellent 
quality casement 
cloth, colors, Light 
Butcher, Dark 
Butcher, Navy, 
Brown and Grey. 
State size of waist 


Lith. 


Exceptional Bargains in every Dept. 








Great Bargain 
Beautifully Embroidered 


Cambric 


Night Dress 


SALE 
CATALOGUE 
FREE ON 
REQUEST. 
SPECIAL 
during Sale only 
our well-known 


Sister Elsie 


Apron 


will be reduced to 


3/8 each. 


(Postage on 1 apron, 
43d, extre,) 


or 
6 Aprons 21 
for /- 
(Post Free) 
Made of special 
linen finished cloth, 
with large bib, cut 
high in neck, wide 
shoulder straps with 








and length of skirt 
when ordering 
Satisfaction 

guaranteed or 

money returned. 


double ends, and 
pocket as shewn. 
Mention size of 
waist and length of 
skirt when ordering. 


Top 
1/1 14 each. 
Original Price 3/114 


each 
Postage 2d. extra. 





TWO WONDERFUL BARGAINS IN 


a Ladies’ Coats, (as_ illustrations) 


2OO Velour Coats with Beautiful Fur 
Collars. In Nigger, Mole, Havana and Peacock, 


Various sizes. 
SALE PRICE OO/- 
Fine quality Velour j=" £# 
Doreen Coat Pigs" = | 
In Navy only. Perfectly tailored. 
SALE PRICE 37/6 


Usual Price, 45/9. 





*Usualy Price 45/9. 





: Fine Rib, Botany Woo' Coating Serge 


54 ins. wide 5/- yd. SALE PRICE 
Very soft finish. Usually 8/11 yd. 


150 Oddments in Cloaks 


Various shapes, Navy & Black. 
To be cleared at 15/- 
GREAT BARGAIN. 


ALL ORDERS VALUE £1 AND OVER 
CARRIAGE PAID IN UNITED KINGDOM. 
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Christmas at the Hospitals—continued. 
At ABERDEEN HOspPITALs. 


‘The nursing staff spared neither time nor trouble; 
the wards were tastefully decorated to represent forest 
and garden scenes, and on Christmas morning nurses went 
through the wards singing carols. The dinner was pro- 
vided from funds raised by the recent sale of work. Music 
was played during dinner-time, and in the afternoon 
concerts were given in all the wards by members of the 
medical staff, assisted by the nurses and friends. 

At the Royal Aberdeen Sick Children’s Hospital Christ- 
mas came as a glint of sunshine to the 70 little patients; 
Santa Claus handed out the presents from the Christmas 
tree in the Glasslaw Ward, and soon the whole hospital, 
which was decorated in traditional style, was ringing with 
merry laughter and blithe chatter. Earlier in the day 
a real Christmas dinner had been served, and a short 
service held, at which Miss Hill, the superintendent, 
and the medical and nursing staff were present. 

The annual Christmas treat to the patients at Morning- 
field Hospital was organised by Miss J. A. Angus; there 
were presents, and a concert in the hall, which had been 
decorated by the patients for the occasion. 

At the annual tea anid concert at the Women’s Hospital, 
2, Archibald Place, Edinburgh, Mr. George A. Clark, 
K.C., M.P., chairman, congratulated the medical and 
nursing staff on their splendid work for women all over 
Scotland. 


MILE END HOsPITAL 

At the invitation of Dr. Wilson (medical superintendent) 
and Miss Griggs (matron) the staff and their friends were 
entertained to a most sumptuous tea on Friday last week, 
and afterwards invited to witness the distribution of toys 
from a massive Christmas tree. One cannot speak too 
highly of the generosity displayed by the Guardians and 
those concerned in giving the younger patients of the 
hospital such a treat; in fact, the matron and her nurses 
must have worked very hard to give the wards such a 
delightful appearance. The spirit of Christmas was most 
noticeable in the ward containing the beautifully decor- 
ated tree. All the younger patients who could be brought 
from the other wards were gathered together in one happy 
throng. Alderman Groves acted the part of Father 
Christmas admirably, and was assisted in the distribution 
by three of the doctors disguised as bears—a cause of 
great funand merriment! A dance for the staff and their 
friends brought a most enjoyable evening to a close. 


EDINBURGH, 

Christmas parties and Christmas trees for the children 
were the order ot the day. Sir Joseph Fayrer, Superin- 
tendent of the Royal Infirmary, wished everybody there 
a happy New Year, a Concert followed, and Father 
Christmas, introduced by Sir Richard Lodge, presented 
the gifts from the trees. Santa Claus also visited the 
children at the Sick Children’s Hospital, and an entertain- 
ment was provided for the men at the Pensions Hospital, 
Kingscroft, Barnton, under the auspices of Miss E. Baillie, 
R.R.C., (the Matron) and her staff. Mrs. Wilkinson, 
lately matron of the Red Cross Hospital at Cramond 
House (now closed) was among those present at a Whist 
Drive. On Christmas evening the nursing staff enter- 
tained the men to a social evening of games. 

The nurses of the Q.V.J.I., 29, Castle Terrace, enter- 
tained the children of their districts to a Christmas tree, 
and the elderly women to a party : both events are always 
greatly enjoyed by nurses and patients alike. 


The patients’ party of the Westminster D.N.A. was, as 


usual, a very racy affair. The nurses’ sitting room and 
dining room were charmingly decorated; and the tea 
and supper were sumptuous; and the Jack-in-the-Box, 
who gave the presents, caused continuous laughter; and 
the dramatic talent of Nurses Allfree, Westerman, Walters 
and Hughes, and Jessie, the cook, was, as usual, remark- 
able. Everything went witha swing, and the only tragedy 
was that one of the mothers had to go home while the 
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DECORATING WITH FOLIAGE. 


By Harry A. Day, F.R.H.S. 


to afford material for interior decoration, even when 

there are no flowers. There are the evergreen plants 
to’ draw upon, those that remain in a healthy green 
condition all the winter, sometimes taking on additional 
beautiful colours as they get touched with frost and cold 
winds, or naturally fade with old age. 


iy is so often forgotten that the garden will continue 


Not only in the flower garden but in the vegetable 
quarters, too, we note the beautiful tints of carrot foliage— 
light and dark green, yellow, orange, scarlet, deep red, 
brown, even white—these look well intermixed with, 
say, a few late chrysanthemum or early daffodils. And 
then we have the strawberry leaf; the older specimens 
assume beautiful bronze and crimson tints along the 
edges, making very decorative subjects for laying in 
lines along the tablecloth 








A DEcORATED TABLE. 

Then we have the variegated evergreens—silver and 
golden holly, euonymus, privet—all of which are very 
handsome subjects for ornamentation; and these and 
other shrubs often carry handsome berries, which are 
also useful. 


The ivies, too, should be made more use of than they 
are, especially the variegated sorts. The accompanying 
illustration shows the usefulness of ivy as a dinner-table 
corner decoration; and for various other purposes ivy 
is unequalled for quaint and natural effectiyeness as an 
artistic subject. Equally true is this of the well-known 
common periwinkle, sprays of which can be looped in 
artistic, leafy circles from one vase or bowl to another, 
or allowed to trail over the white dinner cloth naturally. 


There are many effective uses for the plant which 
retains its green leaves during the winter, and many a 
sad eye can be brightened by the introduction of the 
pointed, deep green, red-edged, glossy leaves of the 
barberry (berberis), spindle-like sprays of veronica, and 
myrtle, the fragrant lavender, rosemary and thyme, the 
firethorn (pyracantha) with its masses of red berries, 
and last, but not least, the well-known lJaurustinus, which 
besides remaining evergreen, blooms profusely even when 
covered with frost and snow ! 





A gratuity of (363, representing one year’s remuneration 
including the value of emoluments, is to be awarded to 
Miss Alice Scott, formerly matron of the M.A.B. Children’s 
Infirmary, her appointment having been terminated 
owing to the closing down of the institution. Miss Scott 


fun was at its height because baby had fallen out of bed! | had been in the service of the M.A.B. for 18 years. 
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NEWCASTLE: ITS HOSPITALS AND NURSES 


Some Impressions. 
EWCASTLE is an important nursing centre, and its 
N hospitals cover practically every branch of training. 
Some of them are very small; others very large; 
but all are being taxed to the utmost in order to keep 
pace with the demands of the city. Matrons, sisters and 
nurses alike are carrying on their work unselfishly and 
eontentedly, and despite the arduous nature of their 
tasks, especially in the case of the smaller institutions, 
there are ‘no complaints! Interest in the activities of 
the General Nursing Council is keen. 

Starting from the railway station on a tour of the 
hospitals, the first to be encountered is the Northern 
Counties Hospital for Consumption, in Mackett Street, 
which maintains an out-patient department only and 
possesses no nursing staff beyond Miss Rowland, the 
matron. In Bridge Street, near by, is to be found the 
Maternity Hospital—an old-fashioned structure—of which 
Miss Danielson is the matron The ~ Hospital for 
Women, which used to be housed at Loraine Hall, in 
St. Mary’s Place, no longer exists except as a small out- 
patient centre, while the Hospital for Diseases of the Skin 
in the same thoroughfare caters only for out-patients at 
present, but hopes soon to provide some beds. Mrs. Bell 
is now matron in the place of Miss Harbottle, who has 
died. Miss Balfour is the matron of the Infirmary for 
Diseases of the Eye, where training material is 
available for the small nursing staff employed More 
pay for trained nurses so that they may save for their 
old age is strongly advocated by Miss Balfour 


good 


A well-known, much-respected and kindly nurse—who 
has established a reputation for being a charming letter 
writer—is Miss Abraham, the lady superintendent of the 
Cathedral Nursing Society for the Sick Poor. Her Society 
is run on model lines, and her nurses, who paid no less 
than 27,000 visits last year, are under no rules or regula- 
tions in the Home, where there is complete freedom to 
do as they please at off-duty times. They are keenly 


interested in nursing politics and often have discussions 


¢concerning them—an encouraging sign! The Home is 
in a charming and healthy part of the city, and is admir- 
ably equipped. 

Miss Jones, the matron of the Nurses’ Home in Gran- 
ville Road, is a keen, energetic woman. She is interested 
in the question of admitting bona-fide nurses to the 
Register, and, like others, hopes that every care will be 
taken not to detract from its value by letting in the 
wrong kind of people om facilitating the registration of 
V.A.D.’s—a matter which was pressed home with some 
emphasis at the last meeting of the G.N.C., and which 


would undoubtedly be much resented by trained nurses . 


generally. Miss Jones has a staff of 40 nurses 

The Hospital for Sick Children at Moor Edge (the 
Fleming Memorial) is engaged in excellent work. Miss 
Middleton is the present matron, Miss Watkins having 
recently left to be married. Miss Wilkes is the matron 
of the Home for Incurables—a charming building at 
Spital Tongues—-where some important work is_ being 
cafried on. Miss Wilkes, to whose courtesy a tribute 
should be paid, is much interested in all registration 
questions. Miss Atkinson is matron of the Throat and 
Ear Hospital, Ryehill. She has quite a small staff, and 
is obviously hard worked, but is carrying on bravely 
and contentedly. 

At the Wingrove Hospital—the beautiful Poor Law 
Institution, which gives one the impression of an old 
eastle—a sister-tutor has recently been appointed. It 
is a large place, and its open-air cubicles and verandahs 
for consumptives are especially to be admired. It is 
evident that there is much excellent material for the 
training of nurses. 

Last but not least Comes the Royal Victoria Infirmary — 
a magnificent building, beautifully equipped and complete 
with necessaries and comforts. The nurses’ quatters are 
indeed a model. Handsomely and artistically furnished 
they suggest the comfort of a first-class hotel. It is 
evident that Miss Brown, the matron, has spared no 


pains to ensure the ease of her nurses during their off-duty 
time. Hot water is always available; there are bath 
rooms of the latest pattern, and even a sewing room with 
a sewing machine and a cutting-out table (a kindly 
thought of the matron) has been provided. A beautiful 
conservatory, such as one would find in a hotel de luxe, 
connects the hospital with the nurses” home. One cannot 
help reflecting that if suitable young women with the 
right spirit only knew of the comforts awaiting them, 
especially in the larger hospitals, they would not hesitate 
to join the ranks of the profession. In visiting the 
Infirmary one is impressed by the kitchen, which may be 
described as the last word in culinary art. Big black dogs 
collect at the railway station on behalf of the hospital; 
one has recently acquired a total of £500 and endowed 
a cot! Miss Brown has the energy, courtesy and tact 
which, despite statements in some quarters to the contrary, 
distinguish so many matrons—indeed, in view of their 
multifarious duties, the happy ‘carrying on’ spirit of 
matrons generally is truly phenomenal ! 


SCOTTISH NOTES. 


The Western [niirmary of Glasgow. 


The Annual Christmas meeting with the nurses was 
held on Friday afternoon, December 23rd, in the large 
dispensary hall. There was a large and representative 
gathering. Colonel Roxburgh (chairman) who presided, 
reviewed the work of the year and referred to the hand- 
some legacy of £50,000 from the trustees of the late Mr. 
Alexander Elder, of Liverpool; this was not for main- 
tenance but was to be used at once for a large new exten- 
sion of the Nurses’ Home, a nurses’ lecture and study 
room and a memorial chapel bearing the name of the donor. 

The Countess of Mar and Kellie then presented prizes 
as follows :—April, 1922: medical nursing, Nurse Made- 
leine P. B. Gardner; surgical nursing, Nurse Agnes Pool. 
October, 1922: medical nursing, Nurse Mary W. W. 
Phillips; surgical nursing, Nurse Jessie Dishington. 
Florence Nightingale Western Infirmary prize, Nurse 
Phillips. Dr. John Morton thedal, Nurse Dishington. 

Lady Mar and Kellie reminded the nurses that they 
were now training so that in years to come they might 
bring balm and healing to others, and she asked, them 
to remember that “ Love, serve ’’ (the motto of her family) 
embodied the meaning of a nurse’s life. No nurse could 
serve without loving, or love without serving, and she 
wanted them to take these words as their motto and fulfil 
the spirit and the letter of them wherever they went, 
whether in Glasgow or throughout the -world. 

The opportunity was taken of recognising the service 
of Colonel Mackintosh as medical superintendent for the 
past 30 years. The chairman referred to the position 
Colonel Mackintosh held as an acknowledged expert 
on, hospital planning and administration, a reputation 
which extended far beyond the bounds of Glasgow and the 
West of Scotland; not long ago he went to South Africa 
at the request of the Cape Hospital Board to lay out a 
large new hospital to be utilised as a teaching school for 
its University. The chairman recalled the services of 
Colonel Mackintosh in the R.A.M.C. (Volunteer and T.F.) 
during the South African War and in the Great War, 
for which he received the military C.B. 

He had taken a keen interest in the nursing profession, 
and-had been of considerable service in connection with 
the formation of the College of Nursing and in all the 
negotiations which led up to the State Registration of 
Nurses. The presentation took the form of an antique 
salver in silver, for which Colonel Mackintosh suitably 
replied. 

The nurses of the M’Alpine Nursing Home, Hill Street, 
Garnethill, Glasgow, have now a comfortable hostel 
across the street, with recreation rooms and separate 
bediooms. In opening the hostel Sir Hector Cameron 
said it was now recognised that nurses should not remain 
where their work was when off duty. All large hospitals 
now had nurses’ homes quite detached, where the nurses 
could get away from their work. 
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BENDUBLE SHOE C° 


GLACE KID 
WARD or HOUSE 
SHOE. 


Usual Price 
12/9 


Bargain 
Price 
11/4 


SUPERIOR GLACE 
KID ONE BAR. 


Usual Price 
21/- 


SUPERIOR GLACE 
KID LACE 
PATENT CAP. 
Usual Price 
24/6 * 


SUPERIOR GLACE 
KID BUTTON. 
PATENT CAP. 
Usual Price 
24/6 


SUPERIOR 
GLACE KID 
LACE. 
PATENT CAP 
Usual Price 
29/6 

Bargain 
Price 


26/4 


Design 11A5 


Design 2382 





BARGAIN 
MONTH 


Benduble Shoes for Ward or House are 


ESTABLISHED FAVOURITES EVERYWHERE. 


Their Silence and Comfort make them essential for the Ward 
or Sick room, their Flexibility and Smartness make them 
a pleasure for the House, and wherever they are introduced 
thev invariably give 


COMPLETE SATISFACTION 


fo increase the popularity of our Ward Shoes and also our 
equally famous out-of-door Boots and Shoes, we are offering 
our specialities at the following 


REDUCTIONS 


FOR 


ONE MONTH ONLY 


JANUARY 8th to FEBRUARY 3rd, 
as specified hereunder. 


9 for 11/4 for 
~~’ ma 





1 
2 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 
8 
8 


owe aston-o 


i 4 9 .,, 
POSTAGE FREE on ORDERS over 10 


GREAT one-monta OFFER 
ABSOLUTELY GENUINE. 


All the reductions are actually made from 
REGULAR STOCK GOODS 


and we give our assurance that no single pair supplied have 
been made specially for the purpose of a §. , therefore 


my a ALL REAL BARGAINS. 
This OPPORTUNITY is an ADVANTACE to you 
YOU ARE INVITED TO 


CALL AT OUR SHOWROOMS 


for a personal inspection or to 


WRITE FOR A FREE BOOKLET 


which will be sent POST FREE by return, or you can send 
for your bargain to-day, specifying the Size and Design, etc., 
but “DO NOT FORGET” that to secure these reduced 
prices the “COUPON” below must be cut out and sent 


WITH YOUR ORDER. 
BENDUBLE SHOE Co. 


(W. H. HARKER), 
Commerce House, 
72, Oxford Street, London, W.1 


(First Floor) 


BARGAIN MONTH COUPON. 


JANUARY 8th to FEBRUARY 3rd. 
This COUPON must be presented or posted to 
THE BENDUBLE SHOE CO., to secure the 


REDUCED PRICES. 
The Nursing Times, 30/12/22 




















NO REDUCTION WITHOUT THE COUPON 











GLACE KID 
WARD or HOUSI 
SHOE. 

Jsual Price 
i2/9 

Bargain 

Price 


11/4 


SUPERIOR GLACT 
KID COURT 
Usual Pri 

21 
Bargain 
Price 


18 4 


SUPERIOR GLACI 
KID BUTTON 


SUPERIOR GLACI 
KID GIBSON 
PATENT CAP 
Usu Pr 
24 |6 
Bargain 
Price 


SUPERIOR 
GLACE KID 
BUTTON 
SELF CAP 


Usual Prie 


29 € 


Bargain 
Price 


26/4 


Design 16Al 





"itis well to mention “‘ The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 
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Surgical d 
* e 
icK-room Equipment 
00'S The CHEMISTS provide facilities of very special value, and 
on a scale not previously attempted. Hitherto it has been usual to 
procure all except simple surgical appliances from the makers as 
necessity arose. It will easily be understood that under this system 
valuable time was often lost in cases of urgency; and the worth of 
the comprehensive stock now maintained by Boots The Chemists at 
their various branches will be readily appreciated. Surgical and First Aid 
r requisites are thorougly tested to ensure a high standard of efficiency and x] 
reliability, and all requirements of a special nature entrusted to Boots The 
Chemists are carried out with precision and promptitude. At some of their 
larger branches, indeed, special surgical departments have been established, 
at which a feature of great usefulness is the constant attention of a trained 
nurse, who will be happy to call at the homes of patients to take measur- 


ments for trusses, belts, &c., or to explain the handling of appliances when- 
ever this is thought desirable by the patient's medical man. 





THE LARGEST FIRM OF 
RETAIL CHEMISTS tn tHe WORLD 





























BOOTS PURE DRUG CO, LTD 
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PROBLEMS AND OPINIONS. 


Our readers ave invited to send their opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We are mot vesponsible for the opinions 
expressed hy our correspondents. Address: 
NursinG TIMES, c.o. Messrs. Macmillan, 
Street, London, W.C.2. 


St. Martin's 


The Forty-eight Hour Week. 

May I state that the nurses in some of the institutions 
under the M.A.B. did raise objections to the increased 
hours, and appealed against them, and a number of 
nurses resigned ? One of the institutions where they 
did so was the Colindale Hospital, Hendon, for advanced 
cases of tuberculosis An appeal signed by every staff 
and assistant nurse in the Hospital was presented to the 
Board, with apparently no result. Surely the fifty-hour 
week which was formerly in force is quite sufficient for 
nurses engaged in such work ? 

\ NURSE. 


Another Wireless Set. 

A reader writes Having read in your Christmas 
number about a nurse and her wireless set, I thought I 
would follow her example. Just before Christmas I 
bought a crystal set, price /3 15s., and got a man to 
fix it for a guinea. It was not an easy job, as ours is 
an old-fashioned semi-detached house, and the man 
had to climb on the roof, stretch the wire across the two 
houses, bring in one through a hole in the window sash, 
and the other through the kitchen window to “ earth” 
it on to the water tap. It has worked splendidly and 
every evening we have had an entertainment from 5 
to 10.30 p.m. At Christmas, this included carols, 
sermons, songs, stories and orchestral selections. As 
I sat “‘listeningin’’ in my room, apd énjoying these 
lively concerts without fee and without the exertion of 
going out, I could not help thinking what a wonderful 
difference wireless will make in the life of invalids 
Imagine bedridden patients, weary and irritable, being 
able to amuse themselves in this way. I hope, too, that 
some benefactor will give sets to poor places, so that the 
chronic district patients will also have their lives bright- 
ened. And what about nurses’ homes? A _ wireless 
set would provide them with excellent amusement. 


A“ Black Cat Ball” is being organised by Mrs. Harold 
Lawton, 104, High Holborn, London, W.C.1., and an 
influential committee, in aid of the National Bureau for 
the Deaf which aims at prevention, research, higher 
education and co-ordination of all societies for the deaf 
The Ball will take place at Princes’ on Thursday, January 
llth, 9.30 p.m. to 2.30 a.m. Tickets one guinea (first 
400) including hot supper and buffet. 


Health may be said to begin with the preparation of 
our food, and Mary Evelyn, who writes both interestingly 
and with the touch of the expert home-maker in Health, 
says that well brought up educated girls of sixteen are 
now taking situations as kitchen maids, etc., to 
qualify for posts in health administration, as chefs, etc. 


SO as 


: Protests against the substitution by the Bethnal Green 
Guardians of a working week of fifty-four hours have been 
made by the Poor Law Workers Trade Union and the 
Corporation Workers’ Union, and in a resolution of con- 
demnation it is stated that “a longer working week 
would not be conducive to the well-being of the staff or 
those committed to their care.” 


Another 
landshire. 


public health nurse is badly needed in Rut- 


The Editor, 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





COLLEGE OF NURSING. 


Bradford Affiliated Branch. 


On Friday evening, January 12th, at 7 p-m., a lecture, 
illustrated by lantern slides, on Japan, will be given 
by Mr. Robinson Baker, at St. Luke's Hospital. A good 


attendance is hoped for Members free, non-members 


Is. each, 
Inverness Centre. 
At a social evening at the Northern Infirmary an 
interesting feature was a sketch The Rest Cure,” given 


by Sisters Kidd and Mackay, and Nurses Matheson, 
Macleod and Legiterwood, and songs and violin and plano 


selections were rendered with great skill 


London Centre. 


The first of the winter Post Graduate lectures will be 
given by Dr. Edwin Ash, on Friday, 19th, at the Cowdray 
Club, 20, Cavendish Square, W.1., at 8 p.m., on the 
Influence of Mind over Body London Centre members 
free; non-members ds. at the door 


OPPORTUNITIES. 

Round about Christmas time the market vacan 
cies is dull; people are too busy to make changes But 
with the New Year the round of changes begins and is 
reflected in our advertisement columns There are several 
positions for sisters this and one matronship 
infectious) at 4137 A sister tuto needed, who 
offered £101, but £41 of this is bonus. It unusual to 
find a male probationer wanted—Homerton infirmary 
offers training and a salary of 455 An opportunity for 
free midwifery training is provided by the College of 
Nursing Scholarships (3) open to members 


ior 


week 
1s 


is 


Matron Miss Hannah W. Reid, R.R.C., (O.A.1.M.N.S 
is placed on retired pay, on obtaining the age limit Decem- 
ber 27th), with permission to retain the badge 

The King has awarded the Kaisar-i-Hind Medal of the 
First-Class for public services in India to Sister Ann‘e 
Blanche, Sister-in-charge of Nursing, Presidency General 
Hospital, Bengal. 


One did not have to live in Deptiord very long before 
he found out what a wonderful work the Nursing Sisters 
of St. John the Divine were doing in the borough. That 
was indeed the coming of Christ into Deptford His 
servants who were carrying out that heaven-blessed work 
possessed within their hearts the real spiritual principles 
of righteous zeal and the desire to help those in need It 
was said that religion was on the although 
religious observance might be growing less every year, he 
refused to_be dise« yuraged, because enormous progress had 
been made in real devotion to the ideals and the true 
verities of Christianity.—The Rector of Deptford 


tor 


decrease, but 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Questions asking advice on legal, charitable, employment, 
answered free of charge in this 


below and by the 


and nursing matters are 
column, if accompanied by the coupon 


full name and address of the writer. 


Pensions (Inquirer).—Write to the Officers’ Friend, 
Ministry of Pensions, 2, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith 
Street, London, S.W.1, stating the circumstances and 
asking for her advice. 

Texthook (E.W.).—The best for your purpose is Dr, 
Fairbairn’s Textbook for Midwives, published at 25s., 
by Henry Frowde You could borrow this from the 


College of Nursing Library, 7, Henrietta Street, London, W. 
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COUPON FOR FREE ADVICE IN OUR COLUMN 
Legal, Charity, Nursing, Travel, Emplcyment. 


Answers by post— Legal, 2s. 6d,; other questions, ls. and 
stamped enve 
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NEW TEAPOTS. 
How many decrepit teapots do we see, with broken 
spouts, yet too good to throw away, and sometimes 
mended with an ? The teapot with 





inartistic rubber ? 
its projecting spout is particularly vulnerable to breakage 
but at last a clever invention is available which may 
decrease the ranks of the derelict. This is the new 
Cube teapot, shaped exactly like a square of which one 
side is shaped to form a handle, while the tea pours from 
a little opening at the top of the other side. Easily 
cleaned and practically unbreakable, in every day use 
the Cube teapot will be welcomed in every household 
and particularly in nursing homes, hospitals and places 
where many separate pots are used. It may be had in 
many colours and designs, to match various sets, from 
4s. to Ils. 6d. A clever descriptive booklet with prices 
may be had from the enterprising makers, Messrs. Robert 
Johnson and Co., Ltd., London Road, Leicester. 


OUR SHOES. 
What would nurses do without their ‘‘ Benduble ? ”’ 
This popular firm is again holding its Bargain Month, and 
as our readers know this is a genuine time of reduced prices, 
when they may be sure of getting a reliable pair of shoes 
or boots for less than the ordinary cost, and not some 
inferior “sale line’’ No one knows better than the 
nurse how important it is to be really comfortably shod, 
and the reductions in price from January 8th to February 
3rd will make a special appeal to them. As examples, 
we note that the glace kid ward or house shoe which 
usually costs 12s. 9d. is available for lls. 4d., while the 
higher priced “‘ Gibson,”’ usually 24s. 6d., is reduced to 
21s. 4d. Boots at 29s. 6d., are now 26s. 4d., and other 
bargains are equally tempting—an opportunity certainly 
not to be missed. The reductions apply till February ?rd 
if the coupon in the advertisement is taken or posted to 
the Benduble Shoe Co., 72, Oxford Street, W. 





HEALTH VISITOR DISMISSED. 


Alleged to have given mothers attending the Brookfield 
House Maternity and Child Welfare Centre information 
regarding birth control, Miss E. S. Daniels, who has been 
a health visitor at Edmonton for rather more than a year, 
was suspended by the committee and has been subse- 
quently dismissed by the Edmonton Urban District 
Cowncil, a month’s salary being paid her in lieu of notice. 
Officially her offence was reported to be “ insubordination 
and refusal to comply with the instructions issued to her 
in relation to maternity and child welfare.’’ The action 
of the Committee and the Council has created widespread 
interest, a petition having been signed and a deputation 
received in support of Miss Daniels’ alleged action. 


MARRIAGE. 

RookE—Towers.—On 23rd December, by special 
license, at Worthing, Sussex, Captain J. J. Roake, eldest 
and only surviving son of Mrs. Constance Rooke and the 
late Louis Frank Rooke, of Liverpool, to Violet, youngest 
daughter of the late George Towers, of Rotherham and 
Australia. The bride was trained at the Royal Infirmary, 
Derby, and for the past six years has been with the 
Army Nursing Services, two and a half years of which 
were spent on active service in Mesopotamia, Persia and 
Mosul; she has just returned to England. We wish 
Captain and Mrs. Leonard Rooke the best of luck and 
much happiness. 





PRESENTATION. 


Nurse Purves, who has completed 21 years’ service 
(19 years ‘in the Bonnyrigg district) was entertained last 
week in the Masonic Hall, and presented by Mr. Jas. A. 
Hood, J.P., with the long service gold badge of the QO. V.J.1. 
Mrs. Hood presented a rose bowl and purse of Treasury 
notes, the gift of the Cockpen and Lasswade area. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


Matrons. 
NEWTON, Miss MARIAN, Assistant Matron, St. Chad’s 
Hospital, Birmingham. 
Trained at Burton-on-Trent General Infirmary. Staff 


Nurse, Derbyshire: Royal Infirmary; Ward Sister, 
Burton-on-Trent General Infirmary ; Sister of Military 
Wards, Wigan Royal Infirmary. 

RUSSELL, Miss AGNEs I., Matron, Maternity Hospital, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Trained at Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle. 
Sisters. 

BREADEN, Miss MARGARET JOSEPHINE, Sister, Groesynyd 
Isolation Hospital, Conway 

Trained at City Fever Hospital, Dublin, and St. Vin- 
cent’s Hospital, Dublin Sister, City Fever Hospital, 
Dublin; Night Superintendent, Isolation Hospital, 
Millbrook, Southampton; Sister, City Fever Hospital, 
Norwich 

Dixon, Miss Dorotuy, Home Sister, S. London Hospital 
for Women and Children. 

Trained at King’s College Hospital and Queen Char 
lotte’s Hospital. Ward Sister and (C.M.B. Cert 
\sst. Housekeeper Sister, King’s College Hospital 

The following have been appointed Ward Sisters at 


Whipps’ Cross Hospital to fill vacancies and owing to 
increased staffs :—Misses Emily Butler (Royal Southern 
Hospital, Liverpool); Lucy E. Bassett (Kensington 


Infirmary); May W. Hall (Wingrove Hospital, Newcastle 
Josephine O’Hara (Birkenhead Infirmary); Nancy Sutton 
(Hope Hospital, Pendleton, Manchester); Ida Warrall 
(Portsmouth Infirmary); Rose E. L. Woodcock (Hackney 
Infirmary). 


PUBLIC HEALTH. 


CLANENSEN, Miss M. G., Health Visitor and Maternity 
Nurse, Buckhurst Hill U.D.C. 
Trained at the Jewish Maternity 

Nurse, West Ham Infirmary; Maternity Nurse, 
Home and District, East End; Assistant Midwife 
and H.V., Sussex C.C.; Military Nursing at Home and 

Abroad, 1914-1919 


Home. General 


Q.V.J.I1. 
Transfers and Appointments. 

Miss Beatrice M. Johnson is appointed to Reading 
(Supt.), Miss Florence J. Field to Huddersfield, Mrs. Elsie 
Kershaw to Golcar, Miss Elizabeth McEwen to Carlisle, 
Miss Charlotte Noble to Glossop, Miss Cissy S. Sparkes 
to Huddersfield Miss Bridget M. Walshe to Bath. 


Scotland. 


Miss Dowdy, Glasgow, 2nd assistant, Miss R. Mac 
lachlan, Morayshire, assistant health visitor and emergency 
nurse, Miss C. M. MacEwing, Ayrshire, assistant to super- 
intendent and health visitor, Miss E. Wilson, emergency 
nurse and health visitor, Miss Jean Toll, Clydebank 
(temporary), Miss Rodger, Culross (temporary), Miss G. 
Phillips (transfer from England), Edinburgh, Miss E. 
Elliot, Tain (temporary), Miss A. M. Berry, Kinloss, 
Miss A. Buchan, Forres (2nd nurse), Miss M. W. Thomson, 
Kintore, Miss M. C. Thompson, Motherwell, Miss E. 
Saunders, Polmaise, Miss J. D. Scott, Dunning, Mrs. 
MacLachlan, Dundonald, Miss D. Speechly, Strathkinnes, 
Miss I. Bremner, Rutherglen (temporary), Miss J. Suther- 
land, Lochbroom, Miss C. H. B. Mitchell, Hamilton, 
Miss F. Macneary, Hamilton, Miss M. Maclver, Dalmally. 





DEATH. 

Miss Margaret Hughes, aged 23, of Bethlem Hospital, 

died from heart failure, shortly after being seized with 
illness in the cloak room of the London Opera House. 
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DME MALE 
| & Cod Liver Oil 


—for Lung Trouble, Bad Colds, Influenza. 


The combination of pleasant flavour | cases of lung trouble, bad colds, or 
and digestive qualities, made possible | when recovering from influenza. Try 
by the addition of ‘‘Edme” Malt | it. INSIST on the“*EDME" Brand, 
Extract, renders “Edme” Malt and | 2s used in hospitals. Splendid for 


. Cod Liver Oil an ideal restorativein | children. lb. jar 2/-, 2b. jar 3/- 
n 

n ‘**EDME" Malt Extract, another valuable preparation con- 

; taining Vitamines, is ideal for those suffering from impaired 

= digestion and lack of energy, llb. jar 1/9, 21b. jar 2/8 

* 






Of Chemists and Stores, or direct from Sole 
distributors: Francis Newbery & Sons, Ltd., 
London and Cardiif. 
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83-85 MORTIMER STREET. LONDON. W.1 


e Buy your millinery by 
post. T e bonnet pictur- 
ed here is one of Sister 
Golding’s exclusive de- 
sigoas, and can only be 
obtained from the N.O.A. 
The “Margaret” is the 
most chic and attractive 
of dainty bonnets and is 
Vv made from pure silk, with 
4 a large square hemstitch- 





x ed veil which falls on the : 
v shoulders in perfect folds. ‘* The Margaret 
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comes by returns MATTHEWS’S Fullers Earth 
‘ NURSES’ OUTFITTING the Best and Safest 
ASSOCIATION, LTD. DUSTING POWDER FOR BABIES 
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| ROUSE BROS., 61 Charlotte St., LONDON, W. 
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“What a fine 
World this is !” 


Every baby ought to think so. Some 
day, we hope, every baby will. Because, 
in infancy, happiness is chiefly a 
physical matter of health and bodily 
comfort, that day is nearer for 


CHILPRUFI 
fer CHILDRE 


CHILPRUFE is made of PURE WOOL, 
finished by a secret process. This exclusive 
treatment gives to CHILPRUFE a remarkable 
protective value, so that its importance as a 
preventative of the many health dangers due to 
cold and damp can hardly be over estimated 

CHILPRUFE is delightfully soft and dainty, 
a real solace to sensitive skins 


RENOVATIONS SERVICE 


If you have any outgrown Chilprafe garments or 
garments worn in places, send them to us; we 
can increase the size, and repair the weak 
places, at very little cost. 





aa 


Ask your Draper for a copy of 
the Chilprufe Price List. 


If unable to obtain Chilprufe write, addressed 
to the Firm, for name of nearest Agent 


THE 
CHILPRUFE MANFG. CO. 
(John A. Bolton, M.1.H., Propzietor) 

LEICESTER. 




















for INFANTS, 
INVALIDS & the AGED. 


Prescribed by British Medical 
Men for 36 years. Used 
extensively in British Civil and 
Military Hospitals, and by the 
Red Cross Societies of Great 
Britain, the over-sea Dominions, 
and the Allies. 
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general debility, and when all « 
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Full particulars post free from 
BENGER’S FOOD Ltd., MANCHESTER. 
} Offices New ¥ 20 eet 


RK: , Beekman St 
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FOR SALINE INFUSIONS. 


WITH UNBREAKABLE FLASK. 
Suggested by 
Mr. N. Stuart Carruthers, 
F.B.C.S. 
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Full Descriptive ‘Circular on Application. 
GRANDE PRIX jManufactured by 


— DOWN BR0S,, Ltd. 
Paris 1000. Brussels 1910. Surgical 1 -strument Makers, 
Buenos Ayres 1910 21 & 23, St. Thomas's St., 

London, S.E. 
(Opposite Guy's Hospital) 
aN Factories: King’s Head Ya @ 
* A? m and Tabard St. L- ndon, S.E. 


“= EV Telegraphic Address : 
: \ se ‘Registered throughout 
—_ the world) 
“Down, LonpoN.” 
Telephone 


Gold Medal Allahabad, 1910. HOP 4400 (4 lines. 
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A DIFFICULT PROBLEM. 


TWO PRIZE PAPERS IN 
a 


OU are in independent practice in a county borough 
A patient whom you attended in two previous 
confinements comes to book at the 7th month 
She is depressed, anemic, and cannot sleep; you find out 
she has much to worry het Her husband has been missing 
for three months, she has had to pawn much of her nice 
home to keep things going; she also does some tailoring 
work for a large firm and takes a nurse child aged five 
months 
Her eldest child has a lump in his neck, and the second 
two years old, does not walk yet. The advent of numbet 
three fills her with dismay, as she has been unable to 
put by anything to meet the extra expenses and will 
have to give up the nurse child. Her parents are in 
the country, but as she married against their advice, she 
does not want them to know of her sore straits. The 
case is further complicated, because on examination, you 
find there are twins. There is no albumin in the urine 
Describe what you would consider the best way to deal 
with the case, what agencies could assist, and how 
duplications of investigations could be avoided 


As the woman is nearly destitute and also in ill-health 
I should advise early removal of mother and children 
to the local’ Poor Law infirmary If the patient is a 
sensible person, she will offer no objections, and will thus 
receive skilled treatment before, during and after her 
confinement. If satisfactory arrangements are made 
with regard to the home, she will be relieved from all 
anxiety for the time being, which is important 

With reference to the children, if the eldest has tube 
cular glands ahd the second one is very backward, they 
will both receive skilled medical attention, treatment 
and proper food for an indefinite period 

If the midwife could spare time to see the local secretary 
of the Charity Organisation Society, in order to explain 
the case, it is possible that assistance would be given to 
pay the rent of one room wherein to store the furniture 
thus keeping a shelter for the mother and children later 
on. One official only should call for the purpose of 
Investigations 

Unfortunately, there still exists among a_ certain 
section of the community a great antipathy to Poor Law 
institutions, and assuming that the woman refuses to 
enter one, we must consider the best way to deal with 
the case 7 

If the patient is not entitled to the maternity benefit, 
she must apply for parish out-door relief, also for the 
Special allowance of 5s. weekly specified for milk for the 
expectant mother from the seventh month of pregnancy 
onwards, till the end of the lying-in period. 

In addition to the midwife, a neighbour or handy woman 
must be engaged for the extra work, etc. ; 

With regard’ to the children, the best arrangement 
would be for the mother to place them under the care 
of the Poor Law Guardians for the time being. This 
could be done through the Relieving Officer, thus avoiding 
duplication of investigations. As an alternative, applica 
tion might be made to the Invalid Children’s Aid Associa- 
tion, 117, Piccadilly, London, W., for help in placing 
them im suitable institutions for treatment whilst the 
mother is unable to look after them. The following 
agencies might assist: 1. Charity Organisation Society 
2. Salvation Army. : 

There are many others, but it would be best to confine 
the applications to one or two in order to avoid too many 
Official visits. The Relieving Officer will investigate 
for out-door relief, and one officer from the Charity 


RECENT COMPETITION. 


Organisation Society or the Salvation Army, should 
application be made to them. The Societies quoted will 
probably assist in tracing the missing husband 

If the woman has not enrolled her name at the local 
Maternity or Infant Welfare Centre, she should do so 
this will insure the Health Visitor or other official visiting 
[ should advise the patient to attend an ante-natal 
clinic, but am assuming she has not done so and has an 
objection to this It could be pointed out to the mother 
that by attending one of these Centres much useful 
advice would be obtained and a maternity outfit, including 
baby clothes might be lent for a specified time 

The chief point is to remove all sources of worry, as 
far as possible for the mother, in order that her general 
health is improved for the two remaining months of 
pregnancy, and help her to carry on 


Il. 
f is of first importance to relieve the mother’s state 
of depression I should assure her that much can 


be done to help her in her difficulties, and I should 

encourage her in every way by showing an optimistx 
spirit I should assist her to obtain milk under the 
* Necessitous Cases Act, if possible obtaining a double 
grant—for herself as an expectant mother, and for the 
two-year-old baby If her husband had served in the 
Army the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Association 
might help in the matter, perhaps supply her with extra 
nourishment or groceries, and assist her with letters for 
institutional treatment for the children 

I should get her to attend at the Ante-Natal Clink 
and at the Infant Welfare Centre, bringing the two-year 
old child, also the elder, if under five years of age, and 
should bring the facts of the case before the superintendent 
either personally ot by letter. Possibly a free grant of 
cod liver oil might be obtained in this way 

If the elder child were over five years of age, I should 
advise its attendance at the minor ailment centre of the 
school clinic In either case the medical officer in charge 
would decide what treatment was necessary, and whether 
the child should attend at either the hospital or dispensary 
The help of a member of the infant welfare centre or of 
the care committee might be enlisted to accompany the 
child on these visits on any occasion when the mother 
found it difficult to attend, though the mother should 
endeavour to be present at the first visit in order to 
answer enquiries 

If the case were diagnosed as tuberculous possibly the 
County Council authorities might arrange for the admission 
of the child to a special home, where such cases usually 
remain for at least three months’ treatment If the case 
were not tuberculous, and did not require hospital treat 
ment, nearer the time of the mother’s confinement I 
would try to obtain a convalescent letter for the child 
The tailoring firm or the father’s late employer might 
help If a second letter could be obtained in order to 
extend the stay at the convalescent home, this would 
probably ensure the care of the child for six weeks The 
two year old might be admitted into a municipal home 
for ailing babies Possibly the paternal grandparents 
if suitable, might undertake the care of one or other of 
the children, failing other arrangements They might 
also possibly assist with baby clothes for the new arrivals 

As regards the nurse-child, a permanent home might 
be found for it through the “‘ Infant Protection " visitor: 
The foster-mother might wish to continue to take charge 
of it for another month, and this course might be advisable, 
as it would give her something to occupy her mind, but 
1 do not think that the nurse-child should return to her, 
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A Difficult Problem—(continued). 


as the woman’s own children have evidently not been 
reared under satisfactory conditions 

Parochial agencies might help in the provision of clothes. 

In all probability all necessary information about the 
missing husband is already in the hands of the police. 
If not, immediate steps must be taken to give them the 
details. 

Under such circumstances I do not think that it would 
be wise for the confinement to take place in the woman's 
own home, unless, perchance, the husband should return 
beforehand, and all end happily! Should there be a 
borough maternity home, unless run in conjunction with 
a convalescent branch, the mother would probably not 
be allowed to remain for more than a fortnight. 

I think, therefore, that it would be better for her to 
enter the workhouse infirmary, where, failing any other 
openings, the two children could be admitted with her 
There she would be able to remain until she had fully 
recovered her health and was fit to return to a normal life. 

I should not suggest this at first, however, but gradually 
lead up to it as occasion arose, and point out to her the 
impossibility of paying a woman to look after her and of 
procuring nourishing food, in addition to other expenses. 

As much of the furniture has been pawned, I should 
suggest her letting a room or rooms, unfurnished. In 
these days it is not difficult to find a suitable lodger, and 
should she manage to get hold of someone trustworthy, 
this would help to pay the rent, and keep the home 
together, so that she would have somewhere to return to 
after the confinement was over 

The number of private agencies that may be enlisted 
in such a case vary in different boroughs. In some towns 
there is more activity in such matters; in others, less 
Where private help cannot be obtained the Poor Law 
can step in with very comprehensive powers, but I should 
only enlist its assistance when other organisations failed. 
Whenever poss‘ble I should myself make the necessary 
enquiries from the mother, and give all information to 
the various organisations, provided I had sufficient time 
at my disposal. “ HYGIENE.” 








A C.M.B. RULING. 


NE of the cases that was heard by the C.M.B. at 
their meeting last week was interesting to all 
connected with the midwifery profession, and was 

unique in character as the charges had never previously 
formed the subject of any ruling or decision : hence the 
case is given in some detail. 

\ patient was admitted to a well-known maternity 
hospital (at term and in a very early stage of labour), 
who had previously had two premature confinements 
and both the infants had died, and she was extremely 
anxious to have a strong infant that might be expected 
to live. Normal labour proceeded except for some 
secondary uterine inertia. In the early hours of the 
morning the “ labour sister’’ sent for the senior sister 
(who was then acting as sister superintendent of the hos- 
pital) as she had found that the fetal heart sounds had 
rapidly dropped from 144 to 90. The head was actually 
in sight, but it was considered that an ‘‘ emergency ” 
had arisen especially in view of the former history of 
the mother. The sister superintendent promptly tele- 
phoned to the medical officer of the hospital, and he 
“ knowing the skill and capability of the sister and that 
she had on more than one occasion assisted him with 
the administration of an anesthetic and the application 
of forceps directed her to give a whiff of chloroform and 
to lift the head over the perineum.’’ This was done 
quite successfully and the patient was easily delivered 
of a living child. 

(An unusual feature of the case was that the husband 
of the patient had written to the C.M.B. about the matter 
after he had consulted legal opinion). 

It was stated that such a charge had never before 
formed the subject of a decision by the C.M.B., but that 
there were many reasons why such a practice by midwives 
was undesirable; they also were not without some guide 
as neither in their training nor the C.M.B. Rules was any- 


thing mentioned about anesthetics or instrumen 
The Rule ve “emergency” was not framed to deal wi 
the circumstances of this case, but that the midwife 
should do the best for the patient, the best she is capably 
of and taught to do. 

The able counsel for the defence considered that the 
C.M.B. was the authority to provide for emergency ang 
contingency and that it seemed unjust to charge th 
midwife with ‘“‘ misconduct,’ when she had not broke 
any Rule or regulation. The midwife not merely 
competent but very skilful and honourable, read 
willing and anxious to do all that: was good for he 
patients and had held a high position in her profes 
for many years. The hearing of the case and the decisig 
of the Board might institute a policy of far-reachiy 
importance but first it had to be decided whether the 
midwife was right or wrong in obeying the instruction 
of the doctor, and also carrying out a C.M.B. Ruled 
‘‘remaining and doing the best ”’ for her patient (in th 
case with complete success.) 

Nowhere in the Rules was the midwife forbidden 
administer an anesthetic or to apply forceps and surely 
a midwife could not be convicted by implication. he 
C.M.B. must speak with certainty and a Rule should § 
laid down for guidance in the future 

The Board gave a long and thoughtful consideration 
to the case and questioned minutely as to the arrangement 
at the hospital for securing medical aid promptly wheneveg 
required and also asked why another doctor was ng 
summoned in the before them when the Medical 
Officer could not himself render the medical aid required 

The chairman of the Board commented on the ablg 
speech of the counsel for the midwife. Such a situatio 
that before the Board had never arisen before and® 
there was not a Rule touching it so far. Nobody had ; 
needed one, and it had not been expected that anyones 
would. The word “ misconduct’ need not be objected 
to as it was a wide term, but the Board was unwilling té 
use the word in this case. The decision of the Board 
was that the case should be dismissed on account of its 
exceptional, character and under the circumstances. It 
was the duty of all midwives to understand, however, 
that they could not and must not do anything that should 
be done by medical practitioners and it was no part of 
the ordinary duty of a midwife to administer an anesthetic 
or apply forceps. Great had been laid on the 
“emergency ” that existed, but. no attempt had been 
made to secure other help when the doctor summoned 
was either unable or unwilling to attend. In this case 
the responsibility rested upon the authorities of the 
hospital concerned who should satisfy themselves that 
provision was made for all emergencies. 
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COMPETITION FOR MIDWIVES. 
Closing Date January 27th. 

We offer a prize of one guinea and two book prizes for 
the best arranged statistics of a hundred consecutive cases 
in a midwife’s practice. 

RULES. 

1. Answers to be written on one side of the paper only. 

2. All the sheets to be fastened together at the left- 
hand corner by a small pin or paper clip 

3. On the outside of the first sheet is to be written : 
(a) Full name and address, stating whether Mrs. or Miss. 
(b) Pseudonym. (c) Where trained and whether midwife 
or maternity nurse. 

4. On the top of the second sheet the question must 
be written out and pasted on. 

5. The papers must be received at this office, the word 
“‘ Midwifery ” to be written on the corner of the envelope, 
not later than January 27th. Pseudonyms only will be 
used in the examiner's report, and no paper can be returned 


At the C.M.B. examination held in December, 471 
candidates passed out of 624, the percentage of failures 
being as high as 24.5; it would be interestang to bear 
the views of teachers on this. Were the questions more 
difficult than usual ? 
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